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From afar, the interplay of mystical shadowiness and linear light in the
paintings creates an ineffable tension. Upon closer inspection, the
oscillating musical rhythms conveyed by each stroke become
apparent. The latest solo exhibition of Liu Guofu at 3812's Hong
Kong gallery, “Dusk Upon the Hush"”, on view from 23 September to
29 November, offers an entrancing, multi-sensory experience. This
marks Liu’s first solo exhibition dedicated to works on paper series
with 3812 Gallery, an artistic extension from his quintessential oil on
canvas oeuvre previously showcased there.

The exhibition is an inclusive one, showcasing 26 works on paper
created between 2016 and 2024, which demonstrate Liu's mastery
on three varieties of paper works: ink and colour, oil, and oil pastel.

From canvas to paper, formality gives way to willful serendipity, and
rigidity leaves room for dynamics. The “throw the paint at the paper
to see how it sticks” approach that Liu adopts infuses his work with a
sense of playful levity and controlled spontaneity. This flexibility,
unfettered by gravitas, opens up a world of unbounded imagination
and creative possibilities on the medium of paper.

Inspired by a poem by the Chinese Tang dynasty poet Wang Wei
(699-759 AD.), the exhibition title “Dusk upon the Hush" echoes
the rhythmic and lyrical interplay of light and shadow in Liu's works.
Set in a secluded forest where whispers are heard but untraceable,
the poem concludes with an ethereal image of dusk light casting
shadows on a bed of moss, evoking a sense of serene vitality.

The theme of integrating the philosophical wisdom rooted in Eastern
culture with the free-wheeling artistic tempo of Western modern
art, which has been a constant in Liu's oil paintings, continues in his
works on paper, now with some remarkable additions that deal a
nuanced emotional punch through visceral stimuli.
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In his paper works, Liu makes an artistic statement about his
appreciation for Chinese art ingenuity and the Asian mastery of using
the simplest and most basic medium to achieve profound artistic
expression. One of the four great inventions by China, paper-making,
enabling artists to express the subtleties of their craft and emotions
with precision and depth. The monochrome brushstrokes in Liu's
works evoke the primitive ethos of Chinese ink paintings,
meticulously applied yet allowing the pigments to run their own
course, resulting in an expressive and dynamic rendering. Juxtaposed
with it is the abstract and opaque romanticism often seen in western
watercolour and other artistic influences.

When positioning oneself within his works, spectators might feel
minute and insignificant within the grandeur of the landscape—
whether it's “Cold Mountain”, the Chi (Qi or energy flow) with light
slicing through in “Flower”, or the desolation in his “Pervasion”. This
immersive experience echoes the naturalism and selflessness
celebrated in Chinese Confucianism, Taoism, and Zen Buddhism.

The interplay of shadow and light, the undefined forms, and the
infinite extension of his brushstrokes collectively evoke a transient
abstraction and audacity of expression reminiscent of Western
modern art.

Just as the exhibition’s title “Dusk Upon the Hush” indicates,
“capturing the fleeting nature of the human spirit” and "“unveiling the
divinity of nature and the joys and sorrows of life" are a recurring
tenor across his art, says Liu. This speaks volumes about Liu's
versatility and prowess in pushing the envelope of medium and tools
to articulate his artistic undertones with eloquence.
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An aficionado of classical music, Liu draws inspirations from the art
form, infusing his craft with the ebb and flow of rhythmic dynamics.
His paintings sing with tell-tale musical climax and refrains, emanating
a sense of lyricism.

All the potent visual, auditory and emotional sensations could be
partly attributed to the unique techniques — particularly in
foregrounding, blending and layering of colour of the works
presented in this exhibition — and Liu’s sophisticated mastery of
them. Unlike oil on canvas, blending on paper, especially with oil
pastel, requires the use of stumps and other unconventional tools,
resulting in a less smooth and subtle but more abrasive and
expressive voice, with the layer more tactile and visibly textured. In

Liu's “Pervasion” and “Blossoms” for instance, the distinctive blending
and layering on the medium of paper render a state of tension,
sometimes taut sometimes loose, akin to music notes advancing and
receding. The strong gravitational tension, either vertical or
horizontal, manages to engulf the viewers in the drama and stillness,
drama and contemplation. The finished works serve as a vehicle for

self-introspection, endorsed by both Eastern and Western ideologies.

“In my art, | aim to evoke spirituality and a ‘ceremonial sense’ that
transports viewers to a place of peace and introspection. Inspired by
Zhuangzi's (Chuang-Tzu, 369—298 B.C.E.) philosophy, | believe art
transcends mortal boundaries and reflects the human spirit,” says Liu
of his artistic conceit. “Amidst the conflicts of our world, | emphasise
the need for calmness and a peaceful state of mind to expand our
understanding. While it's challenging to achieve, | strive to manifest
this state of tranquility through my art, inviting viewers to reflect on
life's complexities and find solace in their contemplation.”
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FLOWER Z-1 (F& Z-1) , 2024
OIL ON PAPER #f _LiH%

106 X 76 CM






3812,

Hong Keng | London

LIU GUOFU BBk

FLOWER Z-2 fE Z-2) , 2024
OIL ON PAPER #& _Eif%s

76 X 106 CM
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FLOWER Z-3 {E Z-3) , 2024
OIL ON PAPER #& _Eif%s

76 X 106 CM
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FLOWER Z-6 € Z-6) ,2024
OIL ON PAPER #& _Eif%s

76 X 106 CM
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FLOWER Z-3 {& Z-3) , 2023
OIL ON PAPER #& _Eif%s

74 X 80 CM
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COLD MOUNTAIN Z-2 ;81 Z-2) , 2024
OIL ON PAPER 4§ ;Mm%

106 X 76 CM
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FLOWER (&) ,2023

INK AND COLOUR ON PAPER A2 2
87 X 68 CM

20
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FLOWER (&) ,2024

INK AND COLOUR ON PAPER 4k A< 22
69 X 51 CM
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DUSK UPON THE HUSH - | {B&=Z.L-1) ,2024
INK ON PAPER #EZ<7K 2

160 X 120 CM
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DUSK UPON THE HUSH - 2 {BB& =z £-2) , 2024
INK AND COLOUR ON PAPER #E A2

96 X 177 CM
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DUSK UPON THE HUSH -3 (&& =z E-3) , 2024
INK AND COLOUR ON PAPER 4k A< 22

70X 138 CM
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DUSK UPON THE HUSH - 4 {B5& 2z .L£-4) ,2024
INK AND COLOUR ON PAPER 4k A< 22

70X 138 CM
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DUSK UPON THE HUSH - 5 (& =Z E£-5) , 2024
INK ON PAPER #EZ<7K 2

138 X 70 CM
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FLOWER (&) ,2024
INK ON PAPER #EZ<7K 2
138 X 70 CM
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LIU GUOFU BBk
FLOWER (&) ,2024
INK ON PAPER #EZ<7K 2
138 X 70 CM
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FLOWER (7€) ,2023
INK ON PAPER #EZ<7k 28
180 X 98 CM
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UNTITLED Z-2 (#EgH 7-2) , 2024
OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4 imE1&
108 X 78 CM
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UNTITLED Z-1 (#ERE Z-1) 2021
OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4k LiHEiE
109 X 78 CM
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BLOSSOMS (Z7E) , 2021

OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4F imE1&
110X 80 CM
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ROCKY STREAM (AR/IGE)Y | 2020
OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4F imE1&
108 X 79 CM
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UNTITLED Z-1 {#gE Z-1) , 2020
OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4 imE1&
108 X 79 CM
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UNTITLED Z-3 {#gH 7-3) , 2020
OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4 imE1&
108 X 79 CM
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UNTITLED Z-1 (#EgE Z-1) ,2019
OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4F imE1&
79 X 108 CM
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PERVASION NO. PO i€ - POIY ,2019
OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4 imE1&

79 X 108 CM
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PERVASION NO. P02 i€ - P02) , 2019
OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4 imE1&

79 X 108 CM
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ECHO i1@ZE) 2016

OIL PASTEL ON PAPER 4F imE1&
55X 75 CM
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Liu Guofu ZIEX

B. 1964, Nanjing, China
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Liu Guofu was born in 1964 in Nanjing, and graduated from the
Ol Painting Department of the Nanjing Institute of Arts in 1985.
He currently lives and works in Nanjing.

His artwork melds motions of light with air. While “light” brings
out its depth, “air” helps disperse the “light” to every corner of
the work. His symbolic blue-greyish colour is fundamental to his
works. Up close, the brushstrokes are chaotic and fragmented,
yet from a distance the brushstrokes gather to form a poetic
tranquillity.

Liu Guofu has held various major solo exhibitions in Shanghai
Art Museum (Shanghai), Today Art Museum (Beijing) and Jiangsu
Provincial Art Museum (Nanjing). In 2023, the artist's solo
exhibition “Liu Guofu: Requiem” was held in Sotheby's Hong
Kong Gallery, which was a huge success. His paintings were
widely collected by private and institutional collectors, such as
MGM Chairman’s Collection (Macau), Shanghai Art Museum
(Shanghai), Jiangsu Provincial Art Museum (Nanjing) as well as
private collectors from UK, France, Germany, Monaco,
Switzerland, Dubai, India, U.S,, Canada, Indonesia, Hong Kong,
Macau and Mainland China.

BIEX > 1964FERER - 1985 FRXRNEREMBHRAEH
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FESE R SR H R AR B2 WK - 20N 7E) T8 &5 410 EE
S HEME - EBEMERTNERERE - FFE2INE54EEEHT
SBFR-FITR - 2023F - BEHZLEHET 7 (X 7
E2R) AR REHZ - FIEKR 2016 FREEANEZTE8
it SEFESTERZTIENEMAY ; HAEREED
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ENE ~ =6 fIEX ~ NEERL: « &8  RFIR AR -






38121,

Hong Keng | London

About 3812 Gallery

THRE SN 1Noav

63

Co-founded by Calvin Hui and Mark Peaker, 3812 Gallery
is a dynamic art space with locations in Hong Kong and
London. In 2024, the London gallery will be relocated to
a new and exciting destination, The Whiteley. 3812
represents both modern and contemporary Chinese
artists, such as Hsiao Chin, a major post-war painter
whose works can be found in prestigious institutions like
M+ in Hong Kong and the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York; and Ma Desheng, an internationally
renowned Chinese artist based in Paris, who had a solo
exhibition at Centre Pompidou in 2022. His works are
collected by international institutions including Centre
Pompidou, the British Museum, and M+ Museum. 3812
also highlights the significance of ink art, including the
works of Raymond Fung from Hong Kong, whose works
can be found in notable collections such as The Asian Art
Museum of San Francisco and the Hong Kong Palace
Museum. The gallery also represents Liu Guofu, a
meticulous painter based in Nanjing, whose works are
collected by Macau's MGM Chairman's Collection and the
Shanghai Art Museum. 3812 continuously expands its
artistic vision by working with contemporary artists from
diverse genres. This includes celebrated Beijing-based
artist Zhao Zhao, recipient of the Artist of the Year
Award of Art China (AAC) in 2019, as well as the
captivating porcelain creations of Li Hongwei, which have
been collected by over 30 prominent institutions
including the Art Institute of Chicago and the British

Museum, among others.
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sl BEBEMARK PEAKEREES Rl - 3812 2 —1@
BEPEXMEERNRE > 2REBENGINES
MR ER  BERMAEMABENRN2024FEBERH
hiZ— [@Z45F) (THE WHITELEY) - 3812 IE [
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People often ask what 3812 means?! The name was

Our Name

born in 2010 in the French ski resort of Chamonix
when founders Calvin Hui and Mark Peaker joined
friends to ski the infamous La Vallée Blanche off-
piste run. La Vallée Blanche route starts atop the
Aiguille du Midi where the treacherous ‘aréte’ ridge
(3,812m) must be navigated. The descent that day,
under the clear blue skies and towering peaks of
Mont Blanc, as we carved our turns in the white
powder of La Mer de Glace inspired our passion and
imagination. From this inspiration and in homage to
the challenges overcome, our name was decided,

and 3812 Gallery was born.

APEEBEIZI2ZHNER  r MERLEERAFIRERN
2010F A 2BIEREBEB A —RKSB - EFE
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” FE o LA VALLEE BLANCHE ¥ % %8 R AIGUILLE
B DU MIDIfTEES » o BB EF M RREILE (3,812
2 K)o MR ERENRENSENNHET > &8
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HRNEHRLBTEMOER > LBLSHBFLERR
153812 EMLEBFNEKEESINEHEFTHNE
H>oATERBEM=REEZ - BREEHKERD
M KM@ LA VALLEE BLANCHERGZHE » 3812 &
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Monday - Friday | | am -7 pm
26/F, 40-44 Wyndham Street, Central, Hong Kong

Tel: +852 2153 3812

Email: hongkong@38 | 2cap.com

London &3}

Unit 3, G/F, The Whiteley, 149 Queensway, London W2 4YN, England (to be opened soon)

Tel: +44(0)20 3982 1863
Email: london@38 | 2cap.com
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5 Website ik
S www.38 | 2gallery.com
E’ij Facebook / Instagram
2 381 2gallery
A
WeChat
3812 B
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ARTWORK IMAGES © COURTESY OF THE ARTIST
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Exhibition Time B & 5

Private Preview THJE:
|9 September, | lam - 6pm

Open to public 27 FN:

23 September to 29 November 2024
Monday - Friday | | am -7 pm
(except on public holidays)

2024598238 Z 11 B29H
BE—ZRA Il am—7pm
( RTARHABRIM )

Address itk :
3812 Gallery, 26/F, Wyndham Place, 40 Wyndham Street, Central, Hong Kong
PIRERATI0RERMEZER L2618

General Enquiry —R&&55:
hongkong@38 | 2cap.com

Sales Enquiry B} 5558
calvin@38 | 2cap.com / agneswu@38 | 2cap.com

Media enquire IR 88
hongkong@38 | 2cap.com

Artwork Images {EmEF :
© Courtesy of the artist

Exhibition Catalogue RE EH#%:
© 2024 3812 Gallery Limited
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